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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District 
Number  of  Parishes 
Rateable  Value  31/3/56  ...  ... 

*Rateable  Value  1/4/56 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  31/3/56 
*Estimated  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1/4/56  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book  ... 
Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Census  Population  1951  ... 

*  (based  on  new  Valuation  Lists  1/4/56) 


112,315  acres 
52 

£101,777 
£179,686 
£391  5s.  4d. 

9,161 

27,980 

25,522 


The  district  is  agricultural  in  character  and,  depending  on  location  varies  from  the  market 
gardening,  area  of  the  lower  greensand  outcrop  in  the  North-West,  to  the  fruit  growing  area  of 
the  upper  Rhee  round  Melbourn  and  Meldreth  and  to  the  corn  and  sugar  beet  area  of  the  chalk 
hills  to  the  East  and  South. 


Industries  in  the  area  are  mostly  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  agriculture. 
There  are  exceptions  however;  Sawston  has  industries  of  a  divergent  nature  and  comparatively 
large  numbers  of  workers  are  employed  in  leather  and  paper  manufacture. 

Other  manufacturies  in  Duxford,  Barrington  and  Gamlingay  produce  synthetic  glues, 
cement  and  joinery  products  respectively.  The  majority  of  employees  thus  engaged  are  resident 


within  the  rural  district. 

Birth  Rate  16.3 

(Corrected)  ,18.2 

Death  Rate  11.8 

(Corrected)  9.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  19.8 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55  dated 
November  23rd,  1955,  and  the  information  requested  follows  closely  that  set  out  in  Circular 
28/54  of  December  15th,  1954. 

The  mid-year  population  of  the  district  is  27,980  as  compared  with  26,210  in  1951  and 
26,535  at  the  time  of  the  1951  census.  During  the  five  years  1951/1955  there  has  been  a  natural 
increase  in  the  population  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  of  571,  the  remaining  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  two  mid-year  populations  of  1,199  persons  is  due  to  immigration. 

The  birth  rate  at  18.2  per  thousand  population  is  a  whole  point  higher  than  last  year.  The 
death  rate  has  fallen  from  10.4  per  thousand  population  to  9.8  and  the  infant  mortality  rate 
is  19.8  deaths  per  thousand  population  as  compared  with  30.5  in  1954.  The  still  birth  rate 
fell  from  29.5  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  to  19.4. 

Apart  from  an  epidemic  of  measles  which  has  carried  on  into  1956,  no  serious  outbreaks 
of  infectious  disease  were  experienced  during  the  year. 

The  completion  of  the  slum  clearance  survey  required  by  section  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rent  Act,  1954,  has  revealed  427  (6.5%  of  total  houses,  excluding  council  houses)  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  requiring  demolition  during  the  next  five  years.  Close  liaison 
between  the  public  health  and  housing  committees  will  be  needed  to  formulate  plans  for 
putting  into  operation  schemes  to  replace  these  unfit  properties.  In  such  schemes  the  hous¬ 
ing  needs  of  the  elderly  should  be  kept  constantly  in  mind.  Population  projections  indicate 
that  the  increase  in  the  more  elderly  members  of  the  community  will  continue  for  many 
years,  perhaps  to  the  end  of  the  century.  The  need  for  accommodation  suitable  to  the  existing 
and  expected  population  structure  needs  thoughtful  planning. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  immediately  after  the  Christmas  recess,  new  food  and  drugs  legis¬ 
lation  was  received  by  the  Council.  This  long  awaited  revision  and  consolidation  of  pre- 
and  post-war  legislation  has  now  produced  an  instrument  by  means  of  which  the  food  hygiene 
standards  in  this  country  can  be  raised.  A  very  considerable  amount  of  work  will  now  be 
able  to  be  done  in  the  field  of  food  hygiene,  both  on  the  structural  side  of  premises  and  the 
education  of  both  food  handlers  and  the  public.  A  good  share  of  the  responsibility  for  clean 
food  is  now  placed  squarely  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  individual  food  handler.  In  the  past, 
good  relations  and  co-operation  have  been  enjoyed  with  the  food  trades,  and  since  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  individual  organisations  are  in  full  support  of  the  legislation,  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  raising  of  standards  will  be  able  to  be  undertaken  smoothly.  A  major  difficulty  fore¬ 
seen  is  the  education  of  the  individual;  it  is  unfortunate  that  generally  in  the  community  there 
is  a  lack  of  understanding  of  the  problems  of  food  hygiene;  for  example,  there  is  often  great 
alarm  about  the  handling  of  bread  which  is  an  aesthetic  rather  than  a  scientific  matter,  since 
bread  has  hardly  ever  been  incriminated  as  a  means  of  spreading  disease.  On  the  other  hand, 
little  is  said  about  the  fingering  of  food  like  brawn,  ham,  and  tongue,  which  will  not  receive 
further  cooking.  It  is,  I  think,  true  to  say  that  a  community  enjoys  the  food  hygiene  stan¬ 
dards  it  deserves;  if  individuals  maintain  their  custom  at  premises  where  food  is  served  or 
handled  unhygienically  then  they  have  only  themselves  to  blame. 
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One  of  the  more  difficult  medico-social  problems  today  is  that  of  the  so-called  “problem 
family”.  It  was  a  welcome  idea  when  in  October  the  county  welfare  officer  convened  a  meeting 
of  the  officers  of  all  the  sanitary  authorities  interested  in  this  problem,  and  in  this  connection 
the  recommendations  of  the  Housing  Management  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  in  their  sixth  report  (Unsatisfactory  Tenants)  are  most  pertinent.  The  pos¬ 
session  by  the  Council  of  functional  accommodation  in  which  education  in  household  manage¬ 
ment  can  be  given  in  appropriate  cases  is  worthy  of  consideration,  bearing  in  mind  that  the 
County  Council’s  temporary  accommodation  for  the  homeless  is  strictly  for  emergencies.  It 
is  realised  that  there  exists  a  hardcore  of  problem  families  for  which  little  can  be  done,  but 
these  cases  are  few;  there  are  a  number  who  respond  to  help  and  guidance  and  can  be  in¬ 
tegrated  into  the  community  after  a  period  of  social  education. 

The  Council  has  now  built  some  1,250  houses  since  1946,  and,  together  with  those  houses 
built  pre-war,  it  now  owns  more  than  2,000  houses.  This  represents  the  housing  of  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  people  amongst  whom  must  occur  numerous  problems  of  a  nature  connected  with  house 
management  in  its  broadest  sense.  In  the  past  authorities  have  often  found  it  economical  to 
employ  an  officer  as  housing  welfare  officer,  preferably  specially  trained  for  the  post,  whose 
duties,  amongst  other  things,  are  to  advise  and  help  tenants  and  in  so  doing  assist  in  tbe  proper 
care  and  maintenance  of  the  Council’s  possessions.  It  may  be  that  the  time  has  come  when 
the  Council  should  consider  such  an  appointment. 

In  that  part  of  the  report  dealing  with  water  supplies  attention  is  drawn  to  the  in¬ 
sufficiency  in  certain  areas  both  of  public  and  private  supplies.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  public 
health  importance  that  adequate  and  pure  water  supplies  should  be  available,  ideally,  in  every 
house  in  the  district.  That  the  Council  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  its  comprehensive  water 
scheme  has  become  most  pressing,  and  despite  a  further  economic  crisis  it  is  considered  that 
this  scheme  is  one  which  should  merit  priority. 

Similarly,  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  concern  that  despite  a  public  inquiry,  no  further  pro¬ 
gress  seems  to  have  been  made  regarding  the  Sawston  sewerage  scheme;  the  existing  conditions 
can  only  be  looked  upon  with  anxiety,  for  surely  it  cannot  be  long  before  an  inevitable  catas¬ 
trophe  occurs.  The  commencement  in  September  of  the  Melbourn  sewerage  scheme  was  very 
welcome. 

The  arrival  in  July  of  another  sanitary  inspector  was  of  the  utmost  assistance;  even  so  the 
three  inspectors  are  hard  put  to  cover  all  the  manifold  duties  for  which  the  Council  is  respons¬ 
ible.  As  is  remarked  upon  in  the  body  of  the  report,  more  rational  legislation  governing  times 
of  meat  inspection  is  urgently  required.  The  continued  need  of  weekend  duty  to  enable  100  per 
cent,  coverage  of  meat  inspection  is  without  doubt  an  unwelcome  burden  upon  the  staff,  and 
they  deserve  a  special  commendation  for  the  way  in  which  they  have  dealt,  and  are  dealing, 
with  a  trying  situation. 

From  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  public  health  committee  the  department  has  grate¬ 
fully  received  encouragement  and  support  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Hoyle,  senior  sanitary  inspector,  and  his  two  colleagues  have  had  a  most  strenuous 
and  difficult  year,  and  I  here  record  my  thanks  to  them  for  the  assistance  they  have  so  wil¬ 
lingly  and  readily  accorded  me. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  A.  TYSER,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

June  1956  ■  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the  statistical  calculations) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

214 

227 

441 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

5 

9 

14 

Totals 

219 

236 

455 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

16.3 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.12)  ... 

...  ... 

...  ... 

18.2 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

... 

... 

15.0 

STILLBIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

5 

9 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

5 

9 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  ... 

19.4 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales) 

... 

23.1 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

180 

151 

331 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

...  ... 

...  ... 

11.8 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.83)  ... 

...  ... 

...  ... 

9.8 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  Deaths  of  infants  unier  one  year  of 

ige 

...  ... 

11.7 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6(5) 

3(2) 

9(7) 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6(5) 

3(2) 

9(7) 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are 

shown  in 

brackets) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per 

thousand 

live  births) 

19.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (England  and  Wales) 

... 

... 

24.9 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births) 

15.4 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births 

... 

20.4 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths 

...  ... 

...  ... 

Nil 

Maternal  Deaths.  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

...  ... 

...  ... 

50 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

...  ... 

...  ... 

1 

Respiratory  Male  1  Female  Nil 

... 

... 

1 

Non-Respiratory  Male  Nil  Female  Nil 

... 

... 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  cough 

... 

... 

Nil 

Deaths  from  measles 

...  ... 

...  ... 

Nil 

Deaths  from  pneumonia  ... 

... 

9 

Deaths  from  influenza 

...  • » • 

...  ... 

3 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 

... 

... 

Nil 
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CERTAIN  COMPARATIVE  RATES 


1950  1951 

1952 

1953  1954 

1955 

♦BIRTH  RATE  17.6  17.6 

15.0 

18.8  15.4 

16.3 

♦DEATH  RATE  12.7  14.3 

11.6 

11.5  12.6 

11.8 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  11.5  30.4 

5.1 

10.0  30.5 

19.8 

(3)  (14) 

(2) 

(5)  (13) 

(9) 

♦  The  above  rates  are  uncorrected.  The  figures  in  brackets  are 
each  year. 

the  number  of  infant  deaths  in 

TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  year 

6 

3 

9 

1  and  under  2 

— 

— 

— 

2  and  under  5  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

2 

1 

3 

5  and  under  15 

— 

— 

— 

15  and  under  25 

6 

— 

6 

25  and  under  35 

2 

2 

4 

35  and  under  45 

8 

1 

9 

45  and  under  55 

9 

10 

19 

55  and  under  65 

19 

16 

35 

65  and  under  75 

48 

26 

74 

75  and  over 

80 

92 

172 

Totals 

180 

151 

331 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

“  The  Cambridgeshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Order  1951  ”  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  a  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  Chesterton,  Newmarket  and  South  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire  Rural  District  Councils.  Under  present  arrangements  this  officer  is  also  appointed 
deputy  county  and  school  medical  officer  to  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

Mr.  Hoyle  continues  as  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  with  Mr,  Taylor  as  additional  Sanitary 
Inspector.  In  July  Mr.  D.  Bush  took  up  his  duties  as  a  further  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Cambridge.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and  biolog¬ 
ical  examinations  of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplies,  and  all  necessary 
examination  in  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring 
Hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital.  The  old  Poor  Law  Institu¬ 
tion  at  Linton  is  now  shared  between  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire  County  Council;  the  former  having  the  use  of  eighty  beds  for  the  chronic  sick,  the 
latter  95  beds  for  use  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 
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MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

Ayinual  case  incidence  and  deaths,  1945-55 


Years 

Disease 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total 

1955 

Measles 

Cases 

Deaths 

535 

132 

111 

405 

341 

30 

522 

116 

676 

13 

2,881 

203 

Whooping  cough 
Cases 

Deaths 

62 

1 

96 

91 

96 

130 

1 

64 

1 

181 

105 

61 

129 

1 

1,015 

4 

58 

MEASLES 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1955 


The  epidemic  occurring  this  year  has  had  two  main  peaks,  the  first  between  the  twenty- 
seventh  and  thirty-first  weeks,  and  the  second  from  the  forty-third  to  the  forty-ninth  weeks.  It  is 
not  without  interest  to  note  that  a  further  peak  occurred  in  1956  between  the  fourth  and 
ninth  weeks. 


SCARLET  FEVER 

There  have  been  sporadic  and  scattered  cases  throughout  the  area  during  the  year. 
WHOOPING  COUGH 

About  half  as  many  cases  were  notified  this  year  as  last  year.  In  May  of  1955  the  County 
Council  inaugurated  a  scheme  for  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination.  It  will  be  some  time  before 
the  effects  of  this  very  welcome  scheme  can  be  evaluated. 


DYSENTERY 

Three  cases  occurred  in  one  family.  There  was  no  spread,  and  no  source  was  discovered. 


FOOD  POISONING 

Three  isolated  cases  of  Salmonella  typhi-murium  infection  occurred  during  the  year.  In 
no  case  was  the  source  detected. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Poliomyelitis  or  Infective  Hepatitis  were  notified.  One  case  of  Acute 
Encephalitis  was  notified. 

The  United  States  Air  Force  Hospital,  Wimpole  Park,  notified  me  of  one  case  of  Whooping 
Cough,  one  case  of  Food  Poisoning,  and  two  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia  during  the  year. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS  1953 

Under  these  Regulations  a  special  provision  is  made  to  facilitate  the  investigation  and  control 
of  outbreaks  of  ‘Food  Poisoning’  (which  includes  typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever,  or  other 
salmonella  infection,  dysentery  and  staphylococcal  infection  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning)  in 
that  (a)  the  existing  provisions  regarding  the  prevention  of  a  person  suffering  from  food  poison 
ing  infection  from  continuing  in  or  entering  into  an  occupation  connected  with  the  preparation 
and  handling  of  food  or  drink  are  now  extended  to  include  ‘carriers’  of  food  poisoning  infec¬ 
tions,  (b)  local  authorities  may  authorise  their  medical  officer  of  health  to  issue  on  their 
behalf  notices  where  required  to  effect  (a)  immediately  if  he  thinks  it  necessary  and  then  report 
such  action  to  his  authority  as  soon  as  possible. 

Such  authority  has  been  given  to  the  medical  officer  of  health  but  has  not  so  far  had 
occasion  to  be  used. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS.  1955. 


Age  in  years 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic  |  Non-Paralytic 

Measles 

Totals 

Under  1 

_ 

2 

_ 

6 

8 

1—2 

4 

12 

— 

31 

47 

3—4 

4 

15 

— 

— 

42 

61 

5—9 

9 

25 

— 

— 

115 

149 

10—14 

2 

3 

— 

7 

12 

15—24 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

25  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Totals 

19 

58 

— 

— 

203 

280 

1954  Totals 

23 

129 

— 

1 

13 

166 

Age  in  years 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Totals 

Under  5 

.. 

___ 

— 

5—14 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

15—44 

6 

1 

— 

3 

1 

11 

45—64 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

65  and  over 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Totals 

11 

3 

3 

3 

1 

21 

1954  Totals 

15 

— 

2 

4 

1 

22 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  eight  male  and  four  female  respiratory  cases  were  notified  for  the  first 
time,  and  one  male  non-respiratory  case.  Twelve  respiratory  cases  previously  notified  elsewhere 
were  transferred  to  the  district.  On  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  four  more  res¬ 
piratory  and  seven  less  non-respiratory  cases  on  the  register. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Resph 

Male 

'atory 

Female 

Non-Res 

Male 

piratory 

Female 

To 

Male 

tal 

Female 

1.  Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at  commencement 
of  year 

56 

47 

17 

18 

73 

65 

2.  Number  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time  during 
year  under  Regulations 

8 

4 

1 

— 

9 

4 

3.  Cases  restored  to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Cases  added  to  Register  otherwise  than  by  notifi¬ 
cation  under  Regulations — 

(a)  Transferred  from  other  Districts 

6  ^ 

6 

6 

6 

(bj  From  Death  Returns 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Number  of  Cases  removed  from  Register 

10 

10 

4 

4 

14 

14 

6.  Number  of  Cases  remaining  on  Register  at  end  of 
year 

60 

47 

14 

14 

74 

61 
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AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 

RESPIRATORY  AND  NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  ON  REGISTER  31.12.55 


Age  Group 

Resp. 

Male 

Non- Resp. 

Female 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Total 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Grand  Total 

0—15 

3 

5 

6 

1 

9 

6 

15 

15—25 

8 

2 

6 

2 

14 

4 

18 

25—35 

13 

3 

15 

6 

28 

9 

37 

35-45 

15 

— 

10 

— 

25  — 

25 

45—55 

9 

1 

6 

2 

15 

3 

18 

55—65 

10 

2 

2 

— 

12 

2 

14 

65  and  over 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

8 

TOTALS 

60 

14 

47 

14 

107 

28 

135 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47 

No  action  was  needed  under  this  section  during  the  year. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  50 

No  action  was  needed  under  this  section  during  the  year. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  recorded  during  the  year  ; — 

TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  RECORDED  .  4,952 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  "  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

General  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Housing: 

General  Inspections  including  survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,008 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  581 

Infectious  Diseases: 

General  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons: 

Premises  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Supply: 

Inspections  and  Investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Visits  re  water  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Visits  re  Chlorination  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  ...  ...  *  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Inspection  of  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughter-Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  554 

Preserved  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Shops  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Factories  Act: 

Inspections  .  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  437 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  433 

Sewage  Disposal  including  survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  325 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 


Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  (Public  Health  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  in  respect  of  Housing  Defects  (Housing  Act) ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Number  of  nuisances,  defects  and  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  401 

Number  of  nuisances,  defects  and  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  345 
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HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year :  — 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  191 

Dwelling-houses  rendered  reasonably  ht  after  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  236 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housing  Act  1936 

Sections  11  and  13 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  due  to  formal  action :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  .  Nil 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Undertakings  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses  represented  as  unfit  under  section  11:  — 

(a)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  to  make  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  .  7 

Section  12 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Part  IV — Overcrowding:  — 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Cases  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Housing  Act  1949 

Section  3 


Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders  substituted  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953: — 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  ...  ...  Nil 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Section  5 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Housing  progress  during  the  year 

Traditional  type  houses  erected  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Wimpey  “No  Fines”  houses  erected  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

.  Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 


PERMANENT  HOUSES  BUILT  BY  THE  COUNCIL,  1946-1955 


Year 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Total 

Houses 

26 

34 

68 

128 

140 

157 

130 

180 

217 

171 

1,251 
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In  last  year’s  report  mention  was  made  of  the  survey  of  the  district  required  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954,  in  order  to  assess  the  number  of  unht  houses.  Follow¬ 
ing  this  the  Council  was  required  to  submit  proposals  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  the  demolition  of  such  houses  and  the  rehousing  of  the  families. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey,  completed  in  1947,  gave  considerable  guidance  as  to  which 
properties  required  inspection  and  in  all  some  900  houses  were  visited.  The  result  of  the  recent 
survey  was  interesting  and  brought  to  light  the  high  proportion  of  single  persons  and  small 
families  living  in  unfit  houses. 


Summary  of  Housing  Survey  Particulars 


No.  of 
Houses  in 
District* 

Individual 

Unfit 

Houses 

Unfit 
Houses  in 
Clearance 
Areas 

No.  of 
Clearance 
Areas 

Total  No. 
of  Unfit 
Houses 

No.  of  Adults  Occupying 

Unfit  Houses 

1  U  2  2i  3  3i  4  4i  5  54- 

6.560 

382 

45 

6 

427 

102  —  131  21  54  12  12  4  5  2 

*This  figure  does  not  include  2,040  Council  houses  and  205  huts. 


Prior  to  the  completion  of  the  survey  the  Council  submitted  demolition  proposals  to  the 
Ministry  based  on  an  estimated  figure.  These  proposals  will  now  require  revising  in  the  light 
of  the  survey  figures  shown  in  the  table. 

In  the  matter  of  rehousing  in  the  post  war  years,  during  which  1,251  Council  houses  have 
been  built,  the  Council  has  given  preference  to  rehousing  persons  with  children  and  to  fam¬ 
ilies  living  with  in-laws  and  also  to  “sublet”  families. 

The  future  housing  policy  must  of  necessity  have  regard  to  the  size  of  the  family  to  be 
rehoused  and  the  complete  clearance  of  the  unfit  houses  would  warrant  the  construction  of 
small  bungalow’s  of  a  type  suitable  for  aged  persons.  With  an  ageing  population  bungalows 
such  as  envisaged  would  not  become  a  liability  to  the  Council. 

Hutment  Sites 

The  total  number  of  families  living  in  converted  Forces  huts  has  been  further  reduced  by 
33.  A  substantial  proportion  of  houses  at  present  under  construction  in  two  specific  villages 
w’ill  be  allocated  to  hutment  families. 


Total  Number  of  Families  in  Hutments  31/3/56 


Year 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Total 

Families 

224 

327 

300 

305 

304 

284 

238 

205 

Improvement  Grants 

Greater  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the  financial  grant  aid  for  improvement  of  houses  as 
provided  for  under  the  Housing  Acts  1949 — 1954  and  the  following  shows  the  position  to 
December  31st. 

Number  of  owner  occupied  houses  improved  ...  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  rented  houses  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Total  amount  of  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £19,942 

Average  grant  per  house  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £273 

Moveable  Dwellings 

One  site  for  16  caravans  was  licensed  during  the  year  and  is  intended  primarily  to  cater 
for  the  needs  of  Servicemen  and  their  families.  Fifty  seven  other  caravans  are  licensed. 

Most  caravans  have  been  inspected  and  83  visits  are  recorded. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Some  progress  was  made  with  the  comprehensive  water  scheme  and  the  Barrington- 
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Shepreth-Foxton  main  was  completed  with  the  exception  of  small  main  extensions.  The  second 
borehole  at  Dotterell  Hall  has  been  sunk  and  pumping  tests  carried  out.  The  consulting  engineer 
reported  that  the  tests  had  little  or  no  effect  on  the  surrounding  wells  and  borings. 

In  October  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  stated  that  the  Council  could 
incur  a  capital  expenditure  of  £160,000  on  the  comprehensive  scheme  during  1956/7  but  in 
view  of  the  recent  government  pronouncements  it  would  appear  that  loan  sanction  may  not 
be  immediately  forthcoming. 

The  Longstowe  parish  extension  was  completed  in  July  and  this  together  with  the 
Barrington-Shepreth-Foxton  extension  has  thrown  a  greater  load  on  the  water  resources  at  the 
Croydon  bore.  In  August  the  daily  demand  exceeded  the  capacity  of  the  pumps  and  areas  had 
to  be  shut  down  overnight  so  as  to  conserve  supplies.  It  is  imperative,  if  the  supply  is  not  to  be¬ 
come  intermittent,  that  the  Dotterell  Hall  boreholes  come  into  operation  at  an  early  date. 

There  was  a  water  shortage  in  the  Duxford  area  in  the  late  summer.  The  supplies  are 
mostly  from  private  shallow  wells.  A  snap  survey  made  by  the  public  health  department  in 
October  revealed  that  21  wells  out  of  a  total  of  28  had  gone  dry.  The  depths  of  the  wells 
varied  from  14  feet  to  103  feet. 

A  limited  supply  was  maintained  by  two  public  pumps. 

Public  Pumps 

Repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  pumps  at  Duxford  and  Shepreth.  The  latter  required  the 
lengthening  of  the  suction  pipe. 

An  unfit  supply  was  found  at  Melbourn  and  since  mains  w'ater  is  available  the  pump 
was  dismantled. 

Public  Standpipes 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  as  amended  by  the  Water  Act  1945,  the  Council  may 
require  house  owners  to  lay  on  a  piped  water  supply  into  their  premises.  With  this  in  mind 
the  Council  informed  owners  of  its  intention  to  remove  public  standpipes.  This  was  referred 
to  in  last  year’s  report.  During  the  year  the  number  of  standpipes  in  the  area  served  from  the 
Linton  pumping  station  was  reduced  from  64  to  34  and  the  dwellings  served  by  public  stand¬ 
pipes  reduced  from  195  to  94.  A  further  letter  was  sent  to  the  owners  concerned. 

Sampling 

All  public  piped  supplies  are  chlorinated  as  a  general  safeguard  although  all  raw  water 
at  the  Council’s  bores  is  wholesome.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  under¬ 
taken  every  three  months  supplemented  by  monthly  bacteriological  samples. 

Water  obtained  in  bulk  from  authorities  outside  the  rural  district  is  also  sampled  monthly 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  chemical  analyses  are  obtained  every  six  months. 

The  public  piped  supplies  were  found  satisfactory  with  one  exception  when  the  Barrington- 
Shepre^Ji-Foxton  main  was  put  into  operation.  Despite  initial  chlorination  and  flushing  of 
the  main  slight  presumptive  non-faecal  coliform  organisms  were  found.  Heavy  doses  of  chlorine 
were  injected  into  the  main,  left  for  a  specified  period  and  followed  by  copious  flushing  out.  The 
final  sample  and  those  taken  to  date  have  been  satisfactory. 


RESULTS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  SAMPLES 


Type  of  supply 

No.  of  Samples 
Obtained 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

Pass  Fail 

i  Chemical  Analysis 
i  Pass  Fail 

Public  Piped  Supplies  and 
Council  Housing  Site  Supplies 

111 

86 

7 

18 

Nil 

Public  Pumps 

2 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Private  Supplies 

43 

21 

20 

1 

1 
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Particulars  of  Population  &  Numbers  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains 


Number  of 

Population 

Number  of 

houses 

Parish 

Acreage 

houses  as 

supplied 

Source  of  Water  Supply 

31 /3/56 

as  at 

and  quantity  pumped 

31 /3/56 

31 /3/56 

Sawston 

1,898 

2,133 

924 

886 

Sawston  bore  (Chalk  water) 
20,831,000  gallons  per  year. 

Great  Abington 

1,588 

503 

176 

160 

Little  Abington 

1,309 

280 

98 

84 

Balsham 

4,550 

662 

243 

207 

Bartlow 

377 

73 

27 

26 

Carlton 

2,415 

266 

89 

76 

Castle  Camps 

3,184 

509 

188 

166 

Linton  bore  (Chalk  water) 

Shudy  Camps .  . 

2,362 

240 

90 

88 

60,419,000  gallons  per  year. 

Hildersham 

1,511 

148 

65 

51 

Horseheath 

1,922 

328 

135 

112 

Linton .  . 

3,817 

1,608 

596 

561 

West  Wickham 

2,931 

327 

119 

106 

Weston  Colville 

3,235 

334 

125 

100 

West  Wratting 

3,543 

424 

135 

109 

Abington  Figotts 

1,237 

142 

47 

43 

Bassingbourn 

3,204 

2,554 

483* 

396 

Kneesworth  .  . 

879 

133 

33 

13 

Litlington 

2,172 

778 

235 

197 

Melbourn 

4,480 

1,408 

535 

367 

Meldreth 

2,513 

654 

256 

214 

Guilden  Morden 

2,599 

552 

201 

167 

Croydon  bore  (Lower  green- 

Steeple  Morden 

3,846 

642 

251 

175 

sand  water)  129,058,000  gallons  ! 

Shingav 

Wendy 

768 

1,023 

38 

81 

18 

32 

15 

31 

per  year. 

Whaddon 

1,515 

196 

137* 

126 

Arrington 

1,407 

648 

196 

99 

Plus  62  hutments  supplied  ' 

Croydon 

2,734 

223 

78 

72 

from  R.A.F.  bore. 

Gamlingay 

4,460 

1,575 

565 

459 

Little  Gransden 

1,920 

280 

99 

97 

East  Hatley 

1,189 

83 

23 

22 

Hatley  St.  George 

1,011 

67 

20 

20 

Orwell 

2,083 

525 

213 

196 

Wimpole 

2,468 

239 

65 

47 

' 

Tadlow 

1,743 

107 

38 

26 

Longstowe 

1,544 

240 

62 

51 

Foxton 

1,752 

567 

186 

46 

Barrington 

2,282 

497 

177 

99 

Shepreth 

1,318 

438 

162 

54 

Kingston 

Great  Eversden 

Little  Eversden 

158 

175 

236 

58 

59 

88 

52 

54 

80 

Chesterton  Sc  St.  Ives 

1,907 

1,400 

790 

Joint  Water  Board 
(Lower  greensand  water) 

2,712,000  gallons  per  year. 

Heydon 

1,425 

151 

57 

53 

Saffron  Walden  R.D.C. 

Great  Chishill 

2,542 

332 

114 

105 

(Chalk  water)  3,809,000  ' 

Little  Chishill . 

1,216 

82 

33 

22 

gallons  per  year. 

No  Public  Piped  Supplies. 

Whittlesford  .  . 

1,976 

809 

305 

— 

20  Council  houses;  Piped 
supply  from  bore  on  site. 

Ickleton 

2,700 

613 

228 

— 

22  Council  houses;  Piped 

Hinxton 

1,564 

274 

96 

— 

supply  from  bore  on  site. 

Thriplow 

2,501 

386 

173* 

— 

Pampisford 

1,607 

340 

106 

— 

Babraham 

2,387 

226 

115 

— 

Fowlmere 

2,272 

769 

255 

■ 

128  Dwellings  supplied  from 
ex  R.A.F.  bore. 

Duxford 

3,239 

1,469 

352 

100  Council  hou.ses;  Piped  sup¬ 
ply  from  bore  at  adjacent 

factory. 

*  These  figures  include  dwellings  on  R.A.F.  Establishments. 


14 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  department  submitted  a  detailed  report  on  the  prevailing  sanitary  circumstances  in 
the  parishes  of  Sawston  and  Pampisford  at  the  public  enquiry  held  on  the  24th  Tune  before 
H.  S.  Tricker  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  M.I.C.E.,  an  inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  report  was  compiled  after  house  to  house  visits  in  the  parishes.  The  proposed 
scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  plant  would  require  a  loan  sanction  of  £119,200. 
Conditions  at  the  existing  Sawston  sewage  works  are  far  from  satisfactory  and  a  final  effliaent 
analysis  shows  it  is  unsuitable  for  discharge  into  the  river.  The  continual  overloading  of  these 
works  by  additional  house  drainage  must  result  in  new  works  being  constructed  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  future  if  their  condition  is  not  to  become  a  serious  public  health  hazard. 

Sewerage  in  Melbourn  parish  was  commenced  in  September  and  the  scheme  makes  good 
progress.  The  tender  figure  for  this  work  was  £59,921  14s.  9d. 

The  Investigation  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  into  the  Gamlingay 
sewerage  scheme  was  held  in  September  1952  and  recently  the  Council  was  informed  that 
tenders  could  be  obtained  after  1st  April  1956.  Unfortunately  the  Government’s  subsequent 
restriction  on  capital  expenditure  has  as  yet,  precluded  this  action. 

Housing  Sites 

Small  sewage  disposal  plants  have  been  constructed  to  deal  with  groups  of  Council  houses 
which  have  modern  water-borne  sanitation  at  Shepreth,  Steeple  Morden,  Meldreth,  West  Wrat- 
ting  and  West  Wickham. 

Private  Drainage 

The  amount  of  the  sanitary  inspectors’  time  spent  on  this  branch  of  public  health  is  in¬ 
creasing,  as  well  it  must,  with  the  coming  of  additional  piped  water  supplies  and  sew'erage  facil¬ 
ities  in  the  villages.  Also  the  impetus  given  to  owners  to  improve  their  properties  by  means  of 
^ants  and  loans  plus  the  knowledge  that  the  Local  Authority  is  not  regardless  of  unfit  houses 
in  the  district,  has  its  effect.  During  the  year  433  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  private 
drainage  works  and  much  advice  has  been  given  to  owners  and  builders  preparatory  to  the 
submission  of  plans.  Where  possible  all  new  drainage  work  is  subject  to  a  water  test  and  in 
other  cases  a  smoke  or  air  pressure  test. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  frequencies  of  refuse  collection  remain  unchanged  with  44  parishes  having  a  28  day 
collection  and  the  other  8  parishes  and  a  hutment  site  a  fortnightly  service. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  5  tips  and  controlled  tipping  is  the  general  aim,  but  the  increasing 
amount  of  refuse  collected  detracts  from  the  ti.ue  allowed  for  disposal. 

One  tip  became  infested  with  crickets  but  prompt  disinfestation  measures  resulted  in  locaL 
ising  the  nuisance.  Fly  nuisance  was  also  evident  in  all  the  tips. 

The  new  depot  at  Sawston  has  been  completed  and  provides  adequate  facilities  for  work¬ 
men  and  vehicles. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Statistics  for  Year  Ending  31.! 

L56 

Vehicle 

No.  of  loads 

1 

Estimated  * 
Tonnage  I 

Mileage 

Total  No.  of 
Clearances 

Rear  loader 

1 

i 

", 

1 

16/18  cu.  yds. 

437  I 

1,835  , 

10,138 

166,000 

Side  loader 

1 

10  cu.  yds 

521 

1,402 

00 

o 

Acquisition  in  September  of  a  new  800  gallon  diesel  operated  cesspool  emptier  has  enabled 
the  Council  to  provide  another  public  health  service,  a  service  of  which  the  public  has  taken 
full  advantage. 
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Two  workmen  are  thus  engaged  and  a  charge  is  made  for  each  cesspool  clearance.  Attention 
to  Council  properties  accounts  for  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  work  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  summary  for  the  six  months  ending  31/3/56. 


Private 

Cesspools 

Work 

Loads 

Counci 

Cesspools 

1  Work 

Loads 

163 

267 

89 

215 

Night  Soil  Collection 

There  has  been  no  expansion  of  this  service  which  is  carried  out  in  part  of  one  village 
only.  This  is  done  by  a  private  person  on  contract  to  the  Council.  Private  arrangements  be¬ 
tween  occupiers  in  other  villages  and  an  outside  firm  of  contractors  appears  to  work  satisfact¬ 
orily  and  there  is  no  general  appeal  for  the  Council’s  service  to  be  extended. 

Pest  Destruction 

Few  complaints  have  been  received  of  rat  infestation  during  the  year  and  this  poses  the 
question  whether  it  is  generally  known  that  the  Council  do  not  undertake  rat  destruction  on 
private  property  or  whether  there  are  few  properties  infested.  The  latter  appears  to  be  the 
case. 

A  private  contract  covers  rat  destruction  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  a  Council  employee 
attends  to  rat  destruction  at  the  Council’s  sewage  works.  Where  necessary  complainants  have 
been  given  advice  on  efficient  methods  of  destruction.  Four  premises  have  been  disinfested  due 
mainly  to  fleas.  In  a  few  other  instances  persons  have  been  advised  on  the  use  of  insecticides. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Twelve  premises  have  been  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease.  A  request 
was  received  for  disinfection  of  articles  of  clothing  consigned  to  a  foreign  country.  This  was 
done  and  the  necessary  certificate  issued. 

Eifty  six  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  and  thirteen  faecal  speci¬ 
mens  were  submitted  to  the  public  health  laboratory  service  for  examination  in  the  control 
of  food  poisoning. 

EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD  AND  INSPECTION  OE  EOOD  PREMISES 

Staff  shortage  and  increasing  demands  on  the  inspectors’  time  due  mainly  to  sewerage 
surveys,  the  slum  clearance  survey,  and  meat  inspection,  made  it  unavoidable  that  some  duties 
had  to  be  subordinated  and  these  included  the  inspection  of  food  premises  and  milk  sampling. 

Bakehouses 

One  bakehouse  has  ceased  production  since  last  year  and  the  total  now  stands  at  14. 
Occupiers’  attention  was  mainly  drawn  to  the  need  for  redecoration  and  cleansing  of  premises. 
Seven  premises  have  been  redecorated  and  in  one  case  personal  cleanliness  improved. 

Public  Houses 

Twenty  eight  visits  have  been  made,  the  majority  of  which  were  to  inspect  work  put  in 
hand  by  the  brewers.  The  original  survey  of  public  houses,  carried  out  by  the  public  health 
department,  and  the  subsequent  efforts  by  the  brewers  has  resulted  in  a  general  improvement 
in  sanitary  accommodation  and  glass  washing  facilities,  although  some  premises  still  merit  the 
department’s  attention.  Of  late  brewers  are  more  reluctant  to  carrying  out  improvements  and 
repairs  and  this  coupled  with  the  fact  that  several  premises  have  surrendered  licences  indicates 
the  present  financial  trend. 

Food  Shops,  Cafes  and  Canteens 

The  improvements  effected  as  a  result  of  inspections  has  included  the  provision  of  new 
sanitary  conveniences  and  wash-up  facilities  at  a  cafe  and  the  redecoration  of  five  other 
premises.  One  hundred  and  twenty  four  visits  are  recorded.  Inspections  of  school  meals 
kitchens  has  enabled  recommendations  to  be  put  forward  for  further  improvement  although 
the  conditions  existing  were  quite  good. 
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Milk  Supply 

The  following  annual  licences  have  been  issued  under  the  Designated  Milk  Regulations  for 
permitting  the  sale  of  designated  milk  in  the  district. 


Dealers  Licences 

Tuberculin  tested  milk 
Pasteurised  milk 
Sterilised  milk 

Supplementary  Licences 

Tuberculin  tested  milk 
Pasteurised  milk 
Sterilised  milk 


10 

13 

2 

10 

6 

3 


There  are  19  registered  milk  distributors  supplying  the  district.  Inspection  of  distributors’ 
vehicles  and  capping  of  bottles  revealed  no  irregularity. 

Each  of  the  3  registered  dairies  were  visited  and  conditions  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  showed  that 
there  has  been  a  further  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  non-designated  dairy  herds,  from  25  to 
16.  Tuberculin  tested  dairy  herds  numbered  51,  an  increase  of  one  herd. 

Five  milk  samples  from  herds  gave  negative  biological  results.  Four  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  as  supplied  to  schools  passed  the  statutory  tests. 

Ice  Cream 

With  the  absence  of  any  registered  manufacturers  and  the  majority  of  ice  cream  sold  being 
pre-wrapped,  the  control  of  this  food  is  not  difficult.  The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regula¬ 
tions  lay  down  requirements  covering  storage,  temperature  control  etc.  All  ice  cream  sold  from 
the  81  registered  premises  is  stored  in  electric  conservators  and  only  in  one  case  was  the  temper¬ 
ature  found  to  be  above  the  statutory  limit  of  28°F.  The  vendor  voluntarily  undertook  to 
destroy  the  ice  cream.  Since  the  infringement  was  due  to  a  mechanical  breakdown  no  formal 
action  was  considered  necessary. 

Thirteen  samples  were  obtained  from  ice  cream  retailers  to  establish  hygienic  purity  as 
distinct  from  composition.  Twelve  of  these  samples  were  in  grade  I  (satisfactory)  and  one 
sample  in  grade  II  (fairly  satisfactory).  Apart  from  visits  made  for  sampling  purposes  16 
other  visits  were  recorded  mainly  in  connection  with  fresh  registrations. 

Examinatioii  of  Food 

The  sanitary  inspectors  have  been  required  to  examine  and  pass  or  reject  as  unfit,  a 
quantity  of  food  apart  from  meat  at  slaughterhouses.  Several  visits  have  been  made  to  school 
meals  kitchens  and  a  hospital  and  it  is  htting  to  say  that  the  staffs  are  to  be  complimented  on 
their  awareness  to  possible  food  contamination.  Complaints  have  been  fully  investigated  and 
food  wholesalers  have  been  visited  and  food  stocks  examined.  Glass  in  bottled  milk  is  still  a 
hazard  which  has  not  yet  been  overcome  and  the  trade  is  looked  to  for  improvement  in  the 
type  of  milk  containers  for  retail  distribution.  No  prosecutions  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
unfit  or  contaminated  foods  were  instituted  but  several  warning  letters  were  issued.  The 
following  foods  were  found  unfit  and  surrendered  for  destruction. 

Assorted  Canned  Foods  ...  ...  35  lbs. 


Cooked  Meat  Roll 
Beef 


12  lbs. 
30  lbs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals — Meat  Inspection 

As  a  result  of  meat  decontrol  in  1954  the  Council  licensed  three  private  slaughterhouses 
in  order  to  ensure  the  adequate  supply  of  meat  in  the  district.  It  was  assumed,  however,  that 
the  report  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  would  be  implemented 
at  least  insofar  as  the  policy  of  ‘moderate  concentration’  applied  and  that  the  Council  would 
be  able  to  close  the  licensed  slaughterhouses  when  other  more  suitable  centralised  facilities  be¬ 
came  available.  There  now  emerges  another  Government  policy  (May  1956)  which  recommends 
that  subject  to  normal  town  planning  requirements  and  to  the  premises  conforming  to  pre¬ 
scribed  statutory  standards,  private  traders  should  be  free  to  provide  slaughterhouses  of  size 
and  design  that  best  suits  the  needs  of  their  individual  businesses. 
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The  Council  whilst  concerned  with  the  sanitary  conditions  existing  in  slaughterhouses,  is 
also  vitally  concerned  with  the  efficient  inspection  of  meat  and  unless  the  Council  is  able  to 
regulate  by  statute  the  hours  of  slaughter  in  the  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  an 
adequate  meat  inspection  service  will  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  maintain  with  the 
present  staff. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

711 

64 

44 

2271 

5446 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

711 

64 

44 

2271 

5446 

Nil 

ALL  DISKASES  EXCEPT 
rUBERCULOSlS  & 
CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

131 

24 

— 

29 

457 

— 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

18  5 

• 

37.5 

1.3 

8.4 

_ _ 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

27 

9 

— 

— 

118 

— 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

3.8 

15.6 

2.16 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

4 

Carcases  sumitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

4 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

NUMBER  OF  ORGANS  OR 
PARTS  CONDEMNED— ALL 
DESEASES* 

Heads 

16 

4 

101 

Lungs  (Sets) 

19 

10 

— 

8 

409 

— 

Hearts 

3 

— 

— 

— 

46 

— 

Livers  (Whole  or  Part) 

132 

24 

— 

23 

47 

— 

Spleens 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Diaphragms 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kidneys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  parts 

80lbs 

300lbs 

—  . 

lOlbs 

372lbs 

— 

*These  figures  do  not  include  instances  where  whole  carcases  and  all  organs 

were  condemned 

Total  weight  of  all  meat  and  offal  condemned  3  tons  1  cwt  1  qtr 


There  have  been  8,536  animal  carcases  inspected  involving  a  total  of  545  visits  to  three 
slaughterhouses  two  of  which  are  over  twenty  miles  apart.  Slaughtering  after  normal  working 
hours  and  on  Sundays  has  resulted  in  444  hours  overtime  being  worked  by  the  inspectors. 
Indications  are  that  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1956  will  be  threefold. 

A  manufacturer  of  fertilizers  and  animal  foods  receives  most  of  the  unfit  meat  and  the 
other  slaughterhouse  waste  is  usually  composted  with  animal  manure  and  eventually  finds  its 
way  onto  the  land. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendments)  Act  1954  amended  previous  legislation  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  restricts  a  slaughterman’s  licence  to  a  period  not  exceeding  one  year.  Local  Authorities 
are  now  required  to  name  the  types  of  animals  and  humane  killers  which  the  licence  covers. 
The  existing  licensed  slaughtermen  were  thus  informed  and  38  slaughtermen  now  hold  current 
licences. 

Knackers  Yards 

There  is  only  one  knackers  yard  in  the  district,  the  other  knackers  yard  fell  into  disuse  and 
was  demolished  by  the  owner.  The  existing  premises  is  attached  to  a  fertilizer  and  animal  food 
manufactory  and  as  such  has  been  visited  from  time  to  time.  Conditions  are  fairly  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937—1948 

The  discharge  of  fine  dust  into  the  atmosphere  from  a  particular  manufactory  resulted  in 
several  complaints  being  received.  On  investigation  and  after  discussion  with  the  management, 
the  suppression  of  the  dust,  a  fine  resinous  glue,  was  found  to  be  no  small  problem.  Several 
methods  of  trapping  the  dust  had  been  tried  without  apparent  success.  The  public  health 
department  sought  advice  from  The  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  and  from 
the  Alkali  Works  Inspector.  The  firm  are  to  install  a  new  plant  to  arrest  the  dust  and  this, 
it  is  thought,  will  abate  the  nuisance  or  reduce  it  to  a  minimum. 

Outworkers — Section  110-112 

All  the  45  persons  on  the  register  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel.  No 
visits  for  the  supervision  of  these  workers  was  recorded  but  it  is  a  matter  of  routine  when  in¬ 
vestigating  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  ascertain  if  outworkers  are  employed  on  the  premises. 

Fire  Escape 

One  additional  factory  was  issued  with  a  certificate  of  adequacy  of  fire  escape  subsequent 
to  certain  works  being  effected.  There  are  now  23  licences  in  force. 

Water  Supply — Section  41 

A  certificate  of  wholesomeness* of  a  private  supply  was  issued.  This  occurred  in  a  village 
where  there  is  no  public  piped  supply. 

Thirteen  factories  hold  current  licences. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

86 

68 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  outworkers’  premises) 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

103 

69 

5 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

___ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

'  “ 

■ - 

— 

— — 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

— 

' 

— 

— 

including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 

PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  public  health  department  supervise  the  installation  and  air  testing  of  tanks  for  the 
storage  of  petrol  and  other  liquids  defined  as  petroleum  spirit.  Advice  has  been  given  where 
these  chemicals  were  used  in  industry.  Twenty  visits  were  recorded  during  the  year. 
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